
Unit 3:  Literary Elements 

Grade Level:10th Grade 
Unit Name: Literary Elements/Literary Techniques 
Pacing: 4-5 weeks 

Priority Standards:  
 
10RL1A:  Draw conclusions, infer, and analyze by 
citing relevant and thorough textual evidence to 
support analysis of what the text says explicitly as 
well as inferences drawn from the text. (DOK 3) 
 
10RL1B:  Determine the meaning of words and 
phrases as they are used in the text, including 
figurative and connotative meanings using context, 
affixes, or reference materials. (DOK 2) 
 
10RL1D: Using appropriate text, determine two or 
more themes in a text, analyze their development 
throughout the text, and relate the themes to life 
experiences; provide an objective and concise 
summary of the text. (DOK: 3) 
 

10RI1A:  Draw conclusions, infer, and analyze by 
citing relevant and thorough textual evidence to 
support analysis of what the text says explicitly as 
well as inferences drawn from the text. (DOK 3) 
 
10RI1B: Determine the meaning of words and 
phrases as they are used in the text, including 
figurative, connotative, and content-specific 
meanings using context, affixes, or reference 
materials.  (DOK 2) 
 
10W1A:  Conduct research to answer a question or 
solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry 
when appropriate; gather multiple relevant, 
credible sources, print and digital; integrate 

Learning Targets: 
 
10RL1A:  

● I will draw conclusions based on textual 

evidence. 

● I will use relevant textual evidence to 

interpret inferences made from fiction 

text.  

● I will cite relevant textual evidence to 
analyze conclusions in a fictional text.  

 
10RL1B: 
 

● I will demonstrate the difference between 

connotative and denotative meanings of 

words in literary texts.  

● I will identify examples of figurative 

language and analyze why the author 

included then in a literary text.  

● I will use context clues to determine the 

meaning of words.  

● I will use affixes and their origins to help 
me determine the meaning of words.  

● I will use reference materials to determine 
the meaning of words and phrases as they 
are used in a text.  

 
10RL1D: 

● I will relate themes from a fictional text to 

life experiences.  

Supporting Standards:  
 
10RL2A: Analyze how an author's choices 
concerning how to structure a text, order events, 
or manipulate time impact the reader. (DOK: 3) 
 
10RL2B: Analyze how point of view is reflected in 
the characters, setting, and plot. (DOK: 3) 
 
10RL3D: Read and comprehend literature, 
including stories, dramas, and poems, 
independently and proficiently. (DOK: 2) 
 
10RI2A: Analyze how an author's choices 
concerning how to structure a text or sequence 
information impact the reader. (DOK: 3) 
 
10RI2B: Analyze how an author uses rhetoric to 
advance a point of view or purpose.  (DOK 3) 
 
10RI2C: Analyze the cumulative impact of specific 
word choices and syntax on meaning and tone. 
(DOK 3) 

 



information using a standard citation system. (DOK 
3) 
 
10W2A:  Follow a writing process to produce clear 
and coherent writing in which the development, 
organization, style, and voice are appropriate to 
the task purpose, and audience; self-select and 
blend (when appropriate) previously learned 
narrative, expository, and argumentative writing 
techniques. (DOK 4) 
 
 
 

● I will determine two or more themes in a 

fiction text.  

● I will provide an objective and concise 

summary of a fictional text.  

● I will analyze the development of themes 

in a fictional text.  

10RI1B: 

● I will demonstrate the difference between 

connotative and denotative meanings of 

words in a nonfiction text.  

● I will identify examples of figurative 

language and analyze why the author 

included them in a nonfiction text.  

● I will use context clues to determine the 

meaning of words in a nonfiction text.  

● I will use affixes to determine the meaning 

of words in a nonfiction text.  

10W1A: 
● I will gather relevant information from 

multiple credible print and digital sources.  

● I will use advanced searches effectively.  

● I will assess the usefulness of each source 

in answering the research question.  

● I will integrate information into text 

selectively to maintain the flow of ideas.  

● I will avoid plagiarism.  

● I will follow a standard format for citation. 
●   

10W2A: 

● I will follow a writing process focusing 

on development, organization, style, 

and voice to produce clear and coherent 



writing. 

● I will follow a writing process 

appropriate to the task, purpose, and 

audience to produce clear and coherent 

writing. 

● I will self-select and blend previously 

learned narrative, expository, and 

argumentative writing techniques. 
 
 

Big Ideas: 
 
Strategic readers will have a more fulfilling 
experience with texts than will non-strategic 
readers. 
 
 

Essential Unit Questions: 
 
How does textual interaction enhance 
thinking, response, and creativity? 

 

Vocabulary: 
 

● Point of view 
● Character 
● Protagonist 
● Antagonist 
● Static Character 
● Foil Character 
● Dynamic Character 
● Setting 
● Plot 
● Theme 
● Motif 
● Symbol 
● Freytag’s Pyramid (plot diagram) 
● Personification 
● Simile 
● Metaphor 
● Irony (verbal, dramatic, situational, and 

cosmic) 
● Oxymoron 
● Hyperbole 
● Personification 
● Idiom 
● Alliteration 



● Rhyme Scheme 
● Assonance 
● Onomatopoeia 

 


